#18tn MP Bde Reg 190-8

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 18TH MILITARY POLICE BRIGADE
APO 96491
REGULATTON 3 Kprdl 1968

MILITARY POLICE
Military Police Operations

{, PURPOSE: To provide guidance to commanders and provost marshals on the
concept of military police enployment in the Republic of Vietnam as it ap~
plies to elements of the 18th Militery Pollce Brigade.

2. RESPONSIBILITIES: The {8th Military Police Brigade, a ma jor subordinate
conmand of Headquarters USARY, exsrcises somnand ‘and eontrol over all mon-
divisional military police TesOUTCES

3, MISSION: To provide complete military police support, to include physical
security and criminal investigative service throughout South Vietnam for US
Army forces; within resources; and to exeroise command and control of assigned
and attached military police units unless otherwise provided.

It conaists of two military police groups, the. téth, B9th and one Criminal
Investigation Group (Provisional)s ALl military police are employed on an
area support basis, Ayea support s dofim‘d'uf'th_o conduct of military police
operations on a routine basis in a desig téd goographical ares where supported
units are located., On occasion, the suppo ba of a more direct form to

s specific unit; however such support is normally for short periods and is on

a mission type basisi !

4, ORGANIZATION: The 18th Military Police Brigade is organized under (COSTAR,

a. The 16th Military Police-GFoup, consists of the 504th Military Police
Battalion (19-35F), the 93rd and 97th ¥411tary Police Battalions (19-500E),
981st Military Police Company {(SD) and the £77th and 178th Military Police
Datachments (19-500E). With thess resources the 16th Military Police Group

provides area military police support within the I and II CT2's,

b, The 89th Military Police Group, consists of the 716th and 720th
Military Police Battalions (19-35F), the 92nd and 95th Military Folice Bat~
talions (19-500E), the 212th Military Police Company (SD) and 'the 179th
and 90th Military Police Detachments (19-500E), With these resources, the
89th Military Pélice Group provides area military police support within the

TIT and IV CT2%s, Operational contiol of the 716t Militayy Police Battalion

*This regulation st_\pvrudou_»---isth- MP Bde-Reg 190-8, 20 January 1968. m’
regulation rescinds 18th MP Bde Ity, SUBJECT: Relocation and Realloodtion
of Brigade Resources, 10 September 1967,
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and the 90th Military Polics Detachmént is the respensibility of the United
States Army Hesdquarters Avea Command, Saigon.

c. The Crininal Investigation Group (Provisional) provides ce
coomand and control ower all non-divisional eriminal investigation ac e
in Vietnwm., It is composed of the 40th, 87th, 147th, and 252d Criminal Inves-
tigation Detachments. These detachments are located in II and III CTZ's and
provide criminal investigation sup'ﬁoit't. in the I, II, III and IV CTZ%s.

4. In addition, the 458th Transportation Company (PBR), is assigned to
and under the operationsl control of the {8th Military Police Brigade, This
company provides securdty of ports, vessels and inland watorsmys throughout
the four gorps tactleal zones,

5., OPERATIONS: Military polies support is provided on an axws
relisve combat commanders of police yesponsibilitiss not direc
with sombal missions; sontrol and security of base camp aresl
complete ates coversge.

a. In scconplishing the above, the Commending Offioer, 16th Mixitary
Police Group functions as the Provost Marshal, X and IX CTZ°s, while he
Commanding Officer, 89th Military Police. Group functions s the Provost
Marshsl, IIT and IV CTZ%s, Gomander/Provost Marshal responsibility thus
becomes & dual role for the incumbent (Saw Appendix A),

. Bach battalion is assigned an arez of responsibility based upon

4ts stremgth, organization and capabilities. The miszsions perfdrmed include:
combat operations in #n mssigned tectical ares sf operations, combal support
provided directly to combat urits, P evacuation, physical security, convey
oscort, route reconnalssance, sentry dog operations, military police oper-
stions in built up areas. and other routine militery police sorvices. How=
mally, combat support will be providsd on a direct suppert Lasis as opposed
£o OPCON or attachment, and the amownt provided i1l ‘be based upen miasion
requirenents.

&, Bsttalion commanders function us ares provost mar#hals in their
assigned geographical areas of vesponsibility, Provost msrehals operating
in cities and installations within s battalion arsa of responsibility will
Punction as agssistant or deputy provest marshale under the gommand and
supervision of the batialion sommander/provest marshek. The battalion com
mander/provost marshal will establish military polices stations ab those
locations within his ares of responsibility whers military police:operations
aré not of sufficient magnituds to justify a provost marshal, The senior
wilitary police officer/non-comeissisned officer at thess lscations will
#unction ae the sbation commander.

4. Commanders will insure that the Wistnamess Fational, Pelice are advised
of the conduct of all US investigations wherein the Government of Vietnam bas
o vosted interest, They will be offered the cpportunity to participate in a
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eonbined investigation, if desired, and will be kept completely infoimed,
within security limitations, during the progress of all investigations. In
addition, the results of each investigation will be discussed with the Vet
namese counterpart te inslude ths sotions taken.

e, Covmanders/provest marshals at all levels will upon reaeipt of this
regulation insure that major comsanders. local senior commanders, Vietnamese
1aw enfor¥eement counterparts and other FWMAF police agencies are briefed on
this concept of military police operations and the variety of support avail-
able to them, Subsequent briefings will be pressnted as oftsn ap required,
These briefings will point out the increased response; flexibility and ad-
vantages of the srea condept of operation (See AppendixiA).

f. Provost marshals at all levels will monifor the oriminal investi-
gation program und activities within thedr areas of respunsibility, In

addition, each provost marshal and fowal oriminal investigative element will

establish procodures to insure both zre informed on all complaints and GI
cases being conducted, '

6. DELBIATION OF AUTHORITY:
a. Reloecation of units.

(1) Group commanders may rilocale on « permanent basis platoon
sizs units, military police stations, and €Y field offices without prior
approval of this headguarters. Report such setion fo this headquarters
within 24 hours after movemeént, to include location by grid eoordinate,

{2} Group andsﬂ may further delegate This awuthority te et
talion sommanders and CI detachment commanders, as appropriat#é.

{3) The brigade commnder retains the subherily to relocate sompany
size and higher units as well as tha. relooation vf provost marshal detach-
ments and GI detachments.

B Comi%ﬁn‘ts -

(1) Group commanders are authorized to make persommel adjustaents
4n sxisting missions, reporting such actlon to this headquarters within 2b
hours.

{2) Group commanders may assume commiiments of short dupation
involving units of platoon sizé or smaller.

(3) The brigade commander retains the authorily to assume new
missions of & parmanent nature, sl commitments havimg possible political
implications, and commitments invelving unite iarger than a platoor
Terminetion authority for these same mizsions and comnitments also rests
with the brigade commander.
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c. Fmergencies, In the event of local emergency, group commanders
may commit up to one company or squivalent size forse for a period not to
exceed ten days, immediately notifying this headquarters of action taken,

7. COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY: Inherent in the commander/provost marshal concept
is the philosophy that command takes precedence over staff responsibilities.
In this connection; commanders/provost marshals will avoid becoming involved
in the routine day to day administrative functions of their subordinate
provost marshals, Subordinate provost marshals are responsible for the
conduet of all military police activities within their assigned geographical
areas, and as such, will be appointed as staff provost marshals to ‘the logal
ares/installation cormanders, The commander/provost marshal will provide
the necessary overall direction and supervision to all subordinate provost
marshal activities.

8, PRIORITIES: Brigade rasgnm;.‘vili be imployed in consonance with the
three prineipal priorities of combat, combat support and combat service
support as established below:

a. Combat. Offensive and defensive operations within an assigned
Tactical Area of Responsibility or Area of Operations.

b, Combat Support.
(1) Direct combat support provided to combat units.

(2) Bvasustion of PW's from division and separate brigades and con-
trol of P’s in US custody,

(3) Spesialized physical security measures critical to agcomplish-
ment of combat operation (Examples: security of vessels, ports, inland
waterways, pipslines, ammunition depots, supply convoys moving through
hostile territory, lines of communigation, and tactical operations centers
of major headquarters), '

(4) Other physical security meusures requiring spesialized military
pelice techniques or equipment (Bxamples: sesurity of high value items and
major supply dépots, other facilities currently using sentry dogsd.

(5) Seurity of installations from hostile attack, wherein units
employ techniques of combat wnlts.

G, UCombat Service Support.

(1). Disoipline, law and order, to include prevention and investi-
gation of arime, gonfinement of US prisoners, identification and contrel
of infividuals entering or exiting major installations, and military police
customs operations at selected locations. o

(2) Specialized (plwsica.l gecurity measures for sensitive installations
and classified material (Examples: «lassified weapons cr ammanition, radio
relay sites).

4
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(3) Security measures capable of being performed by interlor gia‘irdsn
4., Since contingency functions (VIP escort, rear area security. ete.)
are not continual functions they will be assigned a priority depending in
each instance on the importance or urgency of the task.

9. REIATIONSHIPS AND RECUESTS FOR SUPPOET:

a, The 18th Military Police Brigade will provide military police on a
mission type basis operating in a direct support role. Priorities as stated
in para § are established for all brigade elements and provide the basis for
the employment of military polise when requirements exceed capabilities.

b, Direct coordination between militagy police group commanders and
the field forces provost marshals and between battalion commanders and
divigion provest marshals is authorized and encouraged. Under normal con-~
ditinns, requests for support from division provost marshals will be shan-
pnelled thru the field force provost marshal to the appropriate military
police group commander (See Appendix B).

10, SUMMARY: The military police concept in Vietnam is one of {lexibility
and response, It is based on satisfying the total needs of all US Aymy
elements in Vietnam., The intent of the area concept is to avoid static
commitments on a continual basis. Tt dictates a need to review periodieally
personnel and equipment resources against mission requirements, Farther, it
insures the proper and effective weilization of manpower and material in the
accomplishment of the overall mission of the military police in the Republie
of Vietnam,
11, REFERENCES:

a. AR 195-10.

b, MACV Directive 190~1. -~

¢, USARV Regulation 190-1.

4. USARY Reguiation 195-10.
{(AVEGC)

FOR THE COMMANDER:

& T PAUL B. DURUZ
"'-'_‘-: 4 '.'_‘ For i Colonel, m
i % ;4/‘ s Chief of Staff

opr, 460
hgst Adjutant

< Appendices
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“Whisn sie. got there, the CO said"we weto going to take
the place,” Healey said. ] moved up and got as far as the
gate. Every time 2 VC moved from behind a flower pot. 1
thot him.” The MP then miade it to the front door of the
Embassy and was atacked by a grenade-wielding VC. He

it the man down, but not beforn the invader threw the .

grenade which hit Healey in the leg ‘and rolled 10 the steps
behind hinmt, The MP jﬁmFu;l behind the fallen enemy- and
when the de went off the enemy body absorbed most
of the blast. Healey looked up in time 1o sed another VC
trving to eseape over the wall and killed him. ““Then another
VC tried 1o get behind the gate, and I shot bim, too.

A RN,

The VC penetrated the perimeter and 2 resation force
from Dy52d Tnfantry, 95th MP Batalion, rushed to, the
area to reinforce the. defenders. Following » savage Aire-
fight the reaction foree_confined the VC to ong small area
of the:srme- dump ‘and then flushed them ‘out in a sWeep.

‘Men of the 95th also kept the Cogide bargs site frot bring.a-

overrun by the enemy.

The 720th and 92d provided convey security and oleared
the roads md highways during the enemy offensive. On the
second dny after the Tet offensive began, the 720th regaived
six armored personnel corviers, the first for any brigade
unit fn Vietnam, and prested them into service within five

1 saw two more '\F& : :
and it landed 3 ight in the middle of them. When

alténsdeliverymbarreling:hrough ambuthes and escort-
agido barge site.

Z

pi went after the Jast k w
U5 Mission Coordinator} |

r i : with an A7
Healey and & Marine guord wenifto ther ddor, ope
it and lobbed a grenade insi / But the en ot the
‘Marine and the MP pﬁ%:&}iim; o safety, ‘Healy thri

n

a pistol to the US Miss og‘ﬂinumr who wag=trantded én
the-second floor witholit aiweapon.

The MP and an offiger threw two lear gas 5 nades
the house, causing the{VCita flee wp the staird whete
was killéd by the Mission sorditiatar.

Healey was luter the Distinguished Servi
Cross for his actions, Hu e baitalion
wis honored for their part. 5, the bit-

arde

walion received the Vietnapmesd (1o ¥, and later,
special recognition from Hmb: o Tllaw inkér, who
paid thanks to the MPs ichin

remony W
J Marine sthe fiied fn

plaque, honoring the four o, th
hancery of the bagsy

the assault, was placed in the
building. '
Speaking of these men ¥
Bunkor said, “The alertness, rrespiveness and {t naicity: bl
these men during the Viet Conghattatk on the US Em 3 Isz'
helped thwart the esemy from al of destrictieg,”
The battalion's performance ohost recehtly] reedt-
nized when, in his fiest award of this vpc_.*]_’réald- L
M. Nixon awsrded the Presidential ¥ ﬂi{ﬂi-@'ﬁ?ﬂt'

=
=
7
"
=)
&
.
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battalion.

Bu! since the brigade MPs patrol and defend most BEL
major cities in Viatnam, the other battalions distinguisits

themaelyes by repelling many enemy attacks in the countey-

wide” fighting. A combined force from the 504th and 97th
MP Bartalions helped turn back an enemy agsault on the
coastal ¢ity of Nha Trang. A report from onie of the com-
pany comanders sniid that the MPs Hquiskly adopted
infantry-type roles for street and houseto-house. fighting.”
They also repelled an attack on the Roberts (MACY)
wound. in the eenter of the city, The Nha Trang MPs
illed 18 of the enemy without losirig a single man.
£ At that time the huge Long Binh Post complex also
Lame under attack when a large eneny forre hit the large
tmmuniticm supply depot with a rocket and ground attack.

°

|

g ol ; EER] rom the Tt offensive in
of clehred when the Viet Gong uek -again on 5 May
| 'The| MPs of the 716th immer jatcly provided secuity.

trritallatt hd perontiel.| The ‘MPs also mioved
voys: U ongh Highws came wnder heavy

£

atfick]__}-
Atjlenst ong P, SPA Robe L.Scott; fonnd himsell in
a traablife bfama which hé will forget. Secott and
ied othier MPs were engd & infa frefight at the Phan
anh’ Bridge in Saigon, #1 MPs were on the bank
Yo rivep and sngaging thi e who wers holed-up in
s nedrliy houses facibg 4 small alley,
“chyvirdl of us moved up fhe Mey to Jay fire on the
iy whiTmm, Vistanmese goldier ean past me and hegao

didn't knaw at the time

fifing jon dn eneiy strong point. _
“Ldan, Chief of the National

thint he wap BG (7 ven 1

3

the fight Geder

eland killed a VC tey
Cdnd the gemernl th
herthouse.

i1 the Spring

pétations cazie i

Lodn was wounded and Scott
MPftook up a position in the
19 attack him with 2 gremade.
escabed through nock-deep water

1068 another new facet of military
heing when the 458th Trans

etrftn {ompany A PBI) becume the first transportation
Hmpariy o he Gicnedl to an MP vnit. The company,

rales AVEr A

; ! watrol hoats: (PBRs), was assigned
o, the. brif d o ajf .

in the MPs growing port security

iRt sfon became a formidabla mainstay of mili-
afations, The boats were deployed throughout
pfmost_important ports in Vistoam, including
#ibond Viong Tau, Cat Lai, Newport {Saigon. Docks)
il Vil Ro Ray.

e PBRs are armed with twin elegtric 50 enliber
glfchine gunis on the bow, a. convéntional .50 at the stem,
and 4 Honeywell 40mm grenade launcher amidships, in
addition to the erew’s individunl wetpos, The eralt can
travel 32 knots and stap or make n 180 degres luen within
jis own length. The PBRs nre oo structeld primarity of
[iborglass and, although they ‘are propeélled by two powerful
engines, dralt only fine inches. of water. This shallow draft
clintacteristic allows passage of the boals ovér water routes
used by even the smallest sampand, To provide a greales
capubility during Ymited visibility, the ceaft iy alsh repuipped
with radar gear.

The¢ PERs are manned by five:man crews eonsisting. of
two MPs, two personnel from the 438th Teansportation
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against tho 1 allied vessels by enemy swimmers.
T patcals also cheok debris floating into the harbors for
dden mines. In addition, nearly eight thousaisd junks
and sampans travelling: the harhors and walerways. 8re:
checked by the patrols each month ‘for contraband items
and enemy supplies. _ ,
Another important function of the patrol boats is pro-
idihg escort and secutity for huge ammo barges
towed from Cat Lai 10 the Cogido ammunition diecharge
point on the Dong Nai River. )

i

Om of the biggest boosts in the MP's quﬁoe mission wis
the opening of an Arny. Crime Lab—only ome of foiir in
the world—by the 8th MP Group {CI) on Long Binh Post
- duriog July 1968. ‘contains i
ﬁmm—dﬂrﬁim!‘ Ingery ; bl
fivenrms, photography and polygraphic—hus saved much
- time and hag provided for quick interpretation of evidénce.
and the administration of justice, Praviously, evidence had
to be sent to the US or Jupan for amalysis and, many times,
a lab technician had to be flown to Vietnam to 1estify at
courts-martial.
The Sth MP Group (CD) also has five criminal investi-
ation detachments and ficld offices located throughout the
ublic. Ninsty-one investigalors have opened more than
2,500 cerminal investigations since. the beginning of 1969,
primarily into black market activifies and currency and
custorms violations. Faral traffic accidents and fatal acci-
dental shootings ate also investizated.
In August 1968, BG G fson was pr
general - and ransferred to Washington to

ted to major

become The

Right: A combiaed police patrol atels
The patrol includes MPs,
and Vietnamese Military Police.
through the rivers near Vung Tau. These

O Nt
riter suppiy roites and in preventing sab

"
X

SRR E

sietims of a traffic accident,
Vietnamese Natianal. Police
Below: A PBR speeds
swift, maneuverabl
have been very effective in blocking the enemy's
otage againse allied ships.

Provost Marshal General, Takings his place was COL Wil

i H, Brandenburg;who still commands the brigade.
The military police. worked in “relative. calm until
February 1069, when they again found themisclyes at the
front ling of combat. :
At 0200 honrs, & 720th MP Bautalion anibush squad,

« loeated on'a hillin™ heir TAOR; vbserved enemy rockits”

baing fired into Long Binh Post. The squad leader, SSG
‘Donald Meador, recalled that they also saw “abou
crossing = small river nearby. We requested artillary. The
view from onr hill wes fantastic, so we could sze every move
they mada. We pinpointed the fire with catreme deouracy.
Every round was right an-the-money.”

The squad direated artillery fire and air sirikes for

" savecal hours until they were

“Then they ‘statted to' hit s ‘with mortars, RPGs and
automatie weapons fire,” said SP4 Delbert: Austin, “s0 we

Jumped into some artillery craters, Bat the:fire-got 30 bud
we. Lo leave the hill and sct up & defansive perimeter

at the bottera.”
Reinforgmients from. the: 190th Light Infantry Brignde
helped the squad retake the hill, )
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In order to monitor the training program and ensure
properly ‘mativated prisoners are retarned to duty as soon
as ‘possible, a clemeney: baard meets weekly to review the
recordy of selected priso At the. present time, some 52
prisoners {or one-eighth of the stocknde's -average popula-
tion) “are granted clemency each month. it

Unfortimately, not every prisoner is capablé or willing
to return to duty with the proper attitude and metivation
necessary to make him an. asset to his unit. Thus, the second
objective of the installation s “to promptly identify those
military prisoners who will not, or cannot, Tespond to cor-
rectional trestment, retraining of discipline.  For these

prisoners, an expeditious release from the #tockade. pither

through separation from the service o5 transfer 10 “other
corfectinal facilities, such as the Disciplinary Barracks at
Fort Leavenworth, Kandas, best serves the individual and
the armed forces. In: to this d ohjective, the

USARY Corvectivaal Holding Detachment wos acivated: on

19 Janvary 1969, and became operational-on 1 February,

A_s_o_{",?.-’-]h'nq,_il:a CHD had complated action on mote than
300 udministrative discharzes, separating from the service
prisoners deemed nfit or unsuitable for further retention
in the armed forees.

The modernization of the facility and the introduction
of progrbssive corgectional techniques coptinues daily. With
fts philasophy that its lacation in a.¢ bat zone is no

Hope Show §s @ tremedous opsration, nvolving most of
the seven bttalione of-(be ‘brigadas For Hope's Long Binh:
visit, theee battalions—the ‘924, 95th and T20th—joined
farces to provide YIP-sseurily exvotid, crowd eontrol, weaffie.
contrel, and, of course, the front stage honor guards.

* The show is always 2 sucoeds an
missign has also been suceesstul, with onty a few minot
incidents among the sudiences. The show has provided
emertaigmient for many thot ds of servi over the
lost thres years. .

In April 1968, MG Gustafson, now The Provost Marshal
General, returned to his old command and said he was
“pledsed: and impressed it the progress of the brigade
since 1 left Vienam in August, porticularly in its convoy
and security missions.”

The general also said he was ‘continually secking lo
improve the Military Polico Corps, by taking advantage of
the MP’s new status (o enlarge Military Police Corps school
quotas and estiblish now schools. In Victnem, the brigade
has adapted this policy hy seiting up “onithe:scene™ training,
programs for all new arcivals, and also a comprehensive
weekilong physical security survey course which teaches
MPs o evaliate physical securily measures and advise
fiéld and depot commanders. )

Sines the first award waa presanted in October of 1066

T e | i,

for failiize to maintain the highest standards of modeérn,
correctional freatment, the personnel of the

pr L.
- USARY Stockade ate mesting the dual objectives of their

mission.

‘he brigade, since its arrival, has escorted many visiting
ViPs throughout the Republic. While this s wsually .an
extremely hectie job, with plans constantly changing, it i
often the most! enjoyable assignment an MP could want—
like being autress Ann Margret’s ‘body guard. Besides pro-
viding security for ex-Vice Presidential candidate GEN
Curtis LeMay and Sccretary of Deferiss Melvin Laird, the
MPs of the brigade have escorted every Bob Hope Christ:
mias show since the unit arrived in Vietnam. The amnial

in eimbers of the brigade have won 303 decorations
for valor, These include two awards of the Distingnished
Service Cross, 42 awards of the Silver Star, 49 Soldier’s
Medals, 102 Teonze Stars with V" device, and 108 Army
Commandation Medals with “V* device. in addition; units
of the brigade have leen presented with 12 unit decorations,
including a Presidential Unit Citation, a Valorous Unit
Award and 12 Meritorions Uinit Commendations.

The profeasionalisin with which the 18th MP Brigade has
sccomplished its many and varied missions.played a.major
role in the recent designation of the Military Police Corps
as both an arm and ‘@ =ervice.

Thie mifitacy policeran has always performed his duties
with pride and professionalism and, thongh thrust into
many unfamiliar roles, often umexpectedly and within the
span of seconds, the 18th Military Police Brigade Military
Policerman has more than apheld these stanildrds,

COL Guidera

BG Moore

Commanders _ol" the
. s -

18th MP Brigade

BG Gustafson

cOL Brandenburg J
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