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The signal is given aud e five men of each boat called
jump inte aetion, Fngines are storted, lines are cast off
and the bowls swing inte the channel, For an hour-and.a
half the boats “highball” at 32 knots, all the way to Saigon.
The two radios om hoard squawk out commands: one from
headquarters in Yung Tau, the other gsed s: communica-
tions hetween the two bhoate on the mission. A Vietnamese
Military P'aliceman (Quay Caobi), snd 8 Victnameze Na-
lional Policeman (Canh Sat) stand beside the 40 milli-
meter grenade launcher, A US military policeman mans
the twin .50 caliber machine guns in the bow while the boat
cogineer stands ready behind the rear G0, The boat storms
towards its rendezvous poinl with other hoats of the zame
company; the coxswain steering his craft along a pre-
seribed roule . L .

The many problems of maritime warlare in South
Vietnam. including the protection of ships on the rivers,
protecting water terminal facilides and assizting in the
overall waterway security may bave been solved by the
18th Military Poliee Brigade with the activation of an
innovative unil. Never before has the Army had a patral
hoat company as an integral uuit. This is also the first time
that a Iransportation company has been assizned o u
militury polive brigade. This new policy joins five men
and a boat—a new and exciling lenm—lhe crew of the
military police PBRe (Patral Boats, River),

DECEMBER 1268

..?"“'.

.

! -—-._

e

MPs Make Waves
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In April 1968, the Army received the first ten oraft
of u proposed hoat company. They were delivered to
Vung Tau on the WWII victory ship Mercer Fictory, Vung
Taa, located LI} jespmiles southeast of Saigon, a half-
hour flight by plane. had been desipmated outfitting head-
quarters for the PUHRs,  Assizued (o the 458th Transpor-
titivn Company (PBRY, and nnder the direct operational
cantrol of the Lith Miliary Polive Brigude, the len hoats
were outfitted and ready to o in less than two wesks,

A greal desl of work had to he aceomplished before
the PBRs were seaworthy and ready for duty. The eraft
had to be outfitted with weapons, engines had to be tuned,
and uninitieted Army crews had to he trained and cross
trrained so that they could mest any cmergency.

The coxswainz and engineers, hilleted at Cat Lo, the
outfitting headguariers for Vung Tau, received their initial
training at Mare Island Naval Base in Cualifornia. Six
vigorous weeks of hard work were spent in learning the
skills that make the difference belween a =afe and unsafe
mission on the waterways of Vietnam, When these men
came lo Catl Lo, it was their job to nat only outfit the new
craft. but to alse train crews for the next shipment of
PBER= from the states,

The vombined military police forees, who were to
provide security abeard the PBRs. also had to be trained,
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MPs MAKE WAVES Continuad

The MPs, Quan Canh, and Canh 3ats assigned to the PBHs
had to attend two weeks ol highly informative classes
belore they could take part in any of tha missions. Their
training included courses in map resding, hydrographical
chart inlerprelation, weaponry, conumunications (to include

- all electromic equipment aboard), vessel operations, “rules
af the road,” and hasic scamanship. Taught by highly
trwined personnel with many years experience. who arc
assigned to the 458th, thess courses fill the requirements
needed to make a PBR mission successful When their
training is completed, the policemen, he they TS5 or Viet-
namese, are cross-trained so thuroughly that they can take
over any job on the craft at @ moment’s notice,

FEntire crews not only had to be trained, but the capa-
bilities of the PBRs had to be tested as to their effsctiveness.
Extensive “shake-down™  missions wers condocted  and
crews were kept at-the-ready, 24 hours a day.

Innovation is the key 1o the Army's new PBRe, the first
im what 15 expecied to be o line of new river patrol cralt
in Seuth Vietnam, The boats are 32 feet in length, seven
and one-half feet high at the canopy, and almost 12 feet
across the bean, Powered l:]r two VG Eﬁﬂhp Dicsel engines,
the PHBRs can run at up to 32 knots, close to 35 miles per
hour,

The boat itscll is o modificd version of the type the
Navy has used in Sonth Vietnam since the early 1960s. Tt
is propelled by two water jet-propulsion pumps which dis-
place more than 100 gallons of water per minute (in two
powerlul eruptions at the stern), Another innovation is the
lack of wny tywe of keel, giving the craft muoch more
maneuverability, By turning either the pert or starboard
engine in full reverse while the other is left at full ahead,
the boat can turn 180 deprees in its own length, Thus, the
buat, while nt full speed, can turn completely around and

5P4 James A. Jones, Jr., a membar of the 458th Trans-
portation Company (PBR), 18th Military Police Brigade,
prepures his electrenicolly eperated twin 50 caliber
mochine guns prior to a fire mission on the Nha Ba
River.

12

Dwarfed by the glont vessels of Soigen Horbor, PERs
of the 458th perform one of their designated duties of
patrolling the Saigeon/MNewport area.

go in the opposite divection in just thirty-one feet. Even
more amazing is the fact that the hoat cun *dewd-stop” from
full speed in 32 fecl. This can be accomplished beeause the
water jet-propulsion pumps have gates, which, when closed,
rediteet the outgoing streams of woler in the opposite
dircction.

The physical capabilitiea of the new PBHRs have brought
immedizte sckoowledgment from the men who work on
the boats. “When the Army said these PERs were [ast, as
well as maneuverahle, they meant i,” says Sk'4 James A.
Jones, Ir., u marine engine mechanic with the A58th, “From
my experiences with thesa boats, especially the engines and
pumps, running al anything but ‘wide open’ is a waste of
spperior equipment.”

Ag far as armament capabilities, the PBR is the cpitome
of firepower. There wre three 50 caliber machine gune,
twa M-79 grerade launchers, one MEK-18 grenude launcher
{dmat-will cover—the -aresthesize-of-a fonthall-fiald-with
24 deadly grenades in ten seconds), three M-16 rilles, and
¢ A5 caliber pistol for each crewmember., All this is
wrapped inta a nice, tidy, 31-foot packape—the PER.

Although armament and maneuverability are the PBR's
“number nne” selling point, the boats are alsa well-
equipped electronically. Two AN/VRC-46 radios, one for
commund purposes and one for operational purposes,
betwesn supporting or supported forces on a mission, are
on board. In addition, the boats have an intercom system
between the coxswain and forward gunner. Important to
night operations iz the wp-to-date radar unit aboard and
the “Nancy Beacon” light wsed to send morse code mes
sages without detecton.

The PBEz have heen fortunata to receive considerable
assistance from unils of both the Navy and Coast Guard
who are stationed at some of the same installations,

The hoat erews at Cat Lo, where docks, fuel and squip-
ment for the PBRs are located, hold the Navy in high
esteemn. Says WO Frnest E. Godwin, who heads the Army’s
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Matntenunce Dvision for the PBR': at the docks of Cat Lo,
“Navy Commander Roy Louphear, whe s head of the
Cat Lo Naval Support Activity here has done an outstanding
job in providing housing, messing wnd maintenance [a-
cvilities for ne. Tf there had not besn complete cooperation
between the several branches of service stationed at Cat Lo,
omr firsl monthys heve would have been one hundred times
az hectic,”

What doey the Julure hold in store for the PRRs of the
458th? Only time will tell. With boats patrolling the waters
of Qui Nhon in the North, the Vung Tau area in the
Sonth, and the port arcas of the Saigon and Long Rinh
arvas, Lo include 14 locations throughout 11 snd 11 Corps,
the port aveas of Svuth Vietnam will definitely be sofer
amld far more ssenre. Community relativns and civie action
progrates in the cosstal areas will definitely be improved
beeause of the added security. And the cooperation hetween
v men and the military persommel of Vietnom will bring
u greater undevstanding between American and Vietnamess,
But the fmmediate, gratifying resulls wre pliin—a more
geewrs U5 supply systom und a safer means of transportation
for thuse Yietnamese who depend so heavily on the coastal
witlerways for their oxistence, H

The men of the 458th Transportation Company secure
their PER at the docks at Cat Lo after a day-long
mission on the Saigon River.



