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‘New' Unit To Patrol
All RVN Waterways‘

AM EANH RAY. (15t LOG-
10)—The 15t Logistical Com.
sound’s  438th  Transportation
Company at Cam Ranhi Bay
Iias been reorganized and will
be the first Transporiation
Corps’ River Patrol Boat Com-
Fany in the US, Army.

The company’ will Kave the
importunt task of providing se-
curily on rivers. cussial yiater.
ways, and poris from the T
Corg area’ through the IV
Gorps.

Cuptain Edward . Ginshurs
Has heen scleeted o command
the $38th Transportation Com-
pans, which will move ifs head-
quarfers o the Vang Tau area
and be assigned to tho 18th
Bilitary Police Brigude.

A mumber of the main e, af
patrol_crafts for the new Al
Grrived 3t Cam Ranh Bay

recently, Tt s the Mark 1T, "

twinengine diesel-powered, 11-
Soot, fberglass baat, It uses (o
wtérget  propuision  sysiem

instead of & propeller and |
rudder.

The Mark T1 has some emor
plating for_pratection,  and_is
armed with  light' and beavy.
maclineguns and_grenade
Jaunchers. A fow will be carry
ing a deck gun ol Undiselostd

In talling abol the wi's
new mission of guarding all Tst
Lagistical Comma
water-borne gpezations, it add
0 € security cise
where, Ginsbure said, “We hive
& highly trained #nd seler

grown of men from Dot the
Transportation. Corps and_the
Military Palice Cocps to sccom-
plish our. miseion, Mot of them
were spocially tained for this
tpe work."
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River patrol boat MPs from
the 560th Military Police Com-
pany and crewmembers from

the 458th Transportation Com-__ the.

pany, both of the 92d Milifary
Police Battalion, detained ene-
my suspects during a daring
communist attempt to blow up
De Long Pier and ships at the
sub-port of Vung Tau.

About 1:20 a.m. a PBR patrol-
ling Vung Tau Port received an
urgent call from the MP desk at
Vung Tau that there were re-
ports of saboteurs swimming in
the vicinity of De Long Pier.
The PBR manned by two men
from the 458th Trans, Company,
coxswain Spec. 4 Donald D.
Owens and engineer, Spec. 4
Charles W. Kempfer, Jr. and
two 560th MPs, Spec. 4 Ronald
L. Craft and Spec. 4 Robert W.
Groff rushed to the scene.

“As we were circling the area
with the PBR we saw a swim-
mer in the water but he dived
under the water and we lost
him. We threw concussion gre-
nades and cne of them landed

) Fire

fine Vietnamese boy, are doing
well.”

Because of his quick actions in
evacuating the patients and as-
sisting in the delivery, Sgt. Jolly
was presented an immediate
award of the Bronze Star Medal
for meritorious service by Brig.
Gen. Darrie H. Richards, Com-
manding General of the Qui
Nhon Support Command.

ter Roundup

r paper is thicker this month,
it-page operation. This means,
igger—but whether it’s better
. You see, the reason for the
nits in the brigade their proper
i come in. If you know some-
t your battalion correspondent
ye any interesting photographs
ould be glad to have them and
‘turned). So if you think that
in the ROUNDUP, here’s your
t.

close enough to push him up to
the surface again,” said Groff.

Owens guided the boat over to

him out of the water while Craft
covered him. Craft said, “I
wasn’t going to take any chan-
ces with this guy — I couldn’t
see his other hand, but, he knew
he was going to get on the boat
one way or another. He was
smart under the circumstances,
he got on the boat."” The suspect
was turned over to an MP unit
on_shore.

The search was still on and
the PBR was joined by another
PBR manned by 458th coxswain
Spec. 5 Robert S. Elliot, Jr.,
458th engineer Pfc. William F.
Harris and 560th MPs Spec. 4
John Jensen from Phoenix, Ari-
zona and Pfc. { Howard V.
Krawatsky.

The first PBR had let their
two MPs off on the pilings under
the pier while Spec. 4 Owens
covered them with his M-16.
Then they heard shets. The oth-
er PBR had spotted another
swimmer,

While Pfe. Krawatsky was
working the searchlight on the
boat, Spec. 4 Jensen and Pfe.
Harris spotted the enemy hiding
in the water between the two
boats. “I fired two shots close to
the man to bring him out, but I
guess he still thought he was go-
ing to escape because he didn’t
come out,” said Pfc. Krawatsky.
Then he and Pfc Harris dropped
concussion grenades at a safe
distance around the suspect to
convince him he was not going
to get away by diving under the
boats.

Spee. 4 Jensen dropped a rope
to the man but he wouldn’t take
it. ““It was then I saw he had a
.45 pistol and I shouted for ev-
eryone to stand back. Then I un-
tied the ropes and pulled the two
boats he was hiding between
apart and there he was,” said
Spec. 4 Jensen. At that moment
one of the concussion grenades
landed close enough to knock the
pistol out of the suspect’s hand.
The man was convinced. Spe-
cialists Craft and Groff pulled
him out of the water while being
covered by Jensen.

Later that same day an EOD
team found two explosive de-
vices.
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A few stray sniper shots
recently led river patrol boat
(PBR) crewmen of the 458th
Transportation Company and
127th MP Company, to the dis-
covery of a cache of Viet Cong
documents, weapons and medi-
cal supplies near Qui Nhon har-
bor.

The PBR was on routine pa-
trol in busy Qui Nhon harbor
during an early afternoon when
a sniper on_the nearby shore
fired about 15 rifle rounds at the
vessel.

“In our investigation, we went
about a mile up a nearby slough
until we found what looked like
a small bunker complex on the
shoreline,” Sgt Terry Cumber-
land, crewmember, explained.

Joined by another PBR, the
craft went about 100 meters past
the bunkers where the crewmen
spotted two Vietnamese men
near the complex.

The waterborne MPs ap-
proached the bank of the slough
and spotted small packets of
food. “T guess we surprised
them on their lunch break,”
Cumbe T t6h ERE,

documents. We also picked up a
couple of fragmentation gre-
nades and pistol belt.”

The documents were turned
over to intelligence authorities.

“We found

the bundles the
enemy dr i

which contained

B g 10T an  Operation O ver
of the 720th MP Battalion and pilot

Duso were on such an overflight
above story).
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To Keep Qui Nhon Harbor Secure

MP's “fleet” is growing
rapmb And the reason is the
increased commitments of river
and port security that the MPs
haye assume,

he newest commitment,
Mmury Policemen of the 93rd

MP Battalion have recently as-
ed the responsibility of

keeping the inner portion of the
third busic
secure,
In November MPs from the
127th MP Company, began pro-

iest harbor in Vietnam

smmﬁ past a docked US Frelghter is a river patral boat (PBR)

t and

ships in Qui Nhon Bay. The PBRs supplement the MP ship security
teams which board the ships and stand watch until the vessels

leave port.

yiding security for the inner
harbor at Qui Nhon when they
launched five river patrol boats
(PBRs) into action. These PBR
atrols supplement Ps’
previous mission of providing
security for ships docked in the
arbor.

e PBRs comstantly patrol
the port of Qui Nhon in pairs,
10 intercept Viet Cong who ‘may
attempt to cross the harbor in
sampans to supply their
mrades. The PBRS also pro.

security for ammunition
harbor and

vide

To cut the VC supply lines,
the patrollers led by the Quan

Canh Sat, board and
Lt suspect Vietnamese sam-
pans and fishing vessels. They
not only look C_weapons
and supplies but also stolen US

property.

To prevent "Charlm"
getting top close
lations, PBI
ambushes in nkPly

from
nstal-

"highi
infiltration

routes near the sh
The PERs have the
power to cope with almost any.

ing “Charlie” has to offer.
Each carries twin electric firing
50 caliber machine guns at the

and a conventional 50
caliber  machine gun
stern
Before the use of the PBRs
the only MP security of the
harbor was_provided by four
policemen _ wh the
ships as they arrived in the
port, and kept a constant, 24
hour watch.
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But MPs Repel Attackers

Milltary. Bl
P Company, Tt WP Pt
talion, repulsed a savage enemy
attack on their compound re
cently, killing two VC and cap.
of ex

uring a large amount
plosives.
D glimated squad ob Vit

damsgert defense towers an the
perimeter.

“The attack began about 0130
when a B-40 rocket was fired at
the base of one of the defense

Sergeant
s ey oo bt v
x more rockets at us which
damaged other towers. One hit

O o e I A
Four
Carpenter a_tower
the first {0 spot and fire on the
attackers

Meanwhile, the commander of
relief, Sergeant Rodger Allbrit.
ton, ough. . barracks

sounding the al

‘I was in_the orderly room
oL D the expions. 1
ran outside and saw the club hit

burning rapidly so I ran

building because 1

thought the club manager might
Havs bec I
manager was gone but

Vietnamese boy
who warked In the club stll
there but 1 got him out just
before angther grenade hi
ran_into

Allbritton

bar.

ok continued,

MP Guards Cash

Private First Class James R
Battalion, escorts

—Johnny, That Is

Coruiry Western. singing

of Company C, 720th
star Johnny (z\n

during the entertalner's recent appearance at Long Binh

7881 the men, hil ¢ perimeter
and opened up in the direct

¢t Dalesouiag AE 4 re “Then

four men over towards

where the initial attack had be

gun to help the guys in the de

fense fow
Private me s Richord.
o Moo et

om Roxbury, New York, was
of the towers and had

d down in the

n 1 got the grenades,”
sergeant_said,

down to the periméter wall and

g0t as close to the enemy a

could. Then 1 threw

other two
1SG Minton added that there
was 1o more incoming fire after
Allbritton’s grenades went off.
the fight, flare ships

flew over the area,” the first
sergeant continued, “and we saw
two dead VC lying where the
grenades had exploded. The next
morning the ARVNs swept the
found several blood

trails.”
He ‘also said they found thrce
B4 rockets, srenades,
THO MLl it and & e
containing three maga
s, and a first aid packet just

era
aichel charge which we sand
t awa o first/ /

Compony, destroyed an_oxpio
sladen Viet Cong sampan
furking through the dense Jun
orcline in

Nhon Harbor
r plane ving over
e VC vessel and
osition to
ne patsol ot spes
o the Site and crewmembers
shouted warnings to the sam-
pan. The warmings went un.
heeded so the PER opened fire.
A grenade from e Honeywili

g launcher

sampan causing  Jarge

gle mars

nearby Qui

radioed
the PR

S

dary explos
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VUNG TAU—River patrol boat MPs from the 560th Military
Police Co. and crewmembers from the 458th Transportation Co.,
both of the 92nd Military Folice Bn., detained enemy suspects during
a recent communist attempt to blow up De Long Pier and ships at
the Vung Tau sub-port.

About 1 am. a PBR patrolling Vung Tau Port received an
urgent call from the MP desk at Vung Tau that there were reports
of saboteurs swimming in the vicinity of De Long Pier. The PBR
manned by two men from the 458th Trans. Co. and two MPs rushed
to the scene.

“As we were circling the area with the PBR, we saw a swimmer
in the water but he dived under the water and we lost him. We
threw concussion grenades and one of them landed close enough
to push him up to the surface again.” said Spec. 4 Robert W. Groff.

Owens guided the boat over to the swimmer and Groff pulled
him out of the water while Spec. 4 Ronald Craft covered him,
Craft said, “I wasn’t going to take any chances with this guy—I
couldn’t see his other hand, but he knew he was going to get on
the boat one way or another. He was smart under the circumstances.
He got on the boat.” The suspect was turned over to an MP
unit on shore.

The search was still on and the PBR was joined by another.

The first PBR had let their two MPs off on the pilings under
the pier. Then they heard shots. The other PBR had spotted another
swimmer.

While Pfc. Howard Krawatsky was working the searchlight on
the boat, Spec, 4 John Jensen and Pfe. William Harris spotted the
enemy hiding in the water between the two boats. ‘I fired two
shots close to the man to bring him out, but I guess he still thought
he was going to escape because he didn’t come out,” said
Krawatsky. Then he and Harris dropped concussion grenades at a
safe distance around the suspect to convince him he was not going
to get away by diving under the boats.

Jensen dropped a rope to the man but he wouldn’t take it. “It
was then 1 saw he had a .45 pistol and I shouted for everyone to
stand back. Then 1 untied the ropes and pulled the two boats he
was hiding between apart and there he was,”” said Jensen, At
that moment one of the concussion grenades landed close enough
to knock the pistol out of the suspect’s hand. The man was con-
vinced. Craft and Groff pulled him out of the water,

Later that same day an EOD team found two explosive devices.
One was a homemade device that contained 50 pounds of explosive
found between a ship and the pier. The team said it would have
done a good deal of damage to the ship. The other device was a
Russian-made Limpet mine which the EOD team said would have
put a rood-sized hole in the pier.
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close enough to push him up to
the surface again,” said Groff.

Owens guided the boat over to

him out of the water while Craft
covered him. Craft said, “I
wasn’t going to take any chan-
ces with this guy — I couldn’t
see his other hand, but, he knew
he was going to get on the boat
one way or another. He was
smart under the circumstances,
he got on the boat."” The suspect
was turned over to an MP unit
on_shore.

The search was still on and
the PBR was joined by another
PBR manned by 458th coxswain
Spec. 5 Robert S. Elliot, Jr.,
458th engineer Pfc. William F.
Harris and 560th MPs Spec. 4
John Jensen from Phoenix, Ari-
zona and Pfc. { Howard V.
Krawatsky.

The first PBR had let their
two MPs off on the pilings under
the pier while Spec. 4 Owens
covered them with his M-16.
Then they heard shets. The oth-
er PBR had spotted another
swimmer,

While Pfe. Krawatsky was
working the searchlight on the
boat, Spec. 4 Jensen and Pfe.
Harris spotted the enemy hiding
in the water between the two
boats. “I fired two shots close to
the man to bring him out, but I
guess he still thought he was go-
ing to escape because he didn’t
come out,” said Pfc. Krawatsky.
Then he and Pfc Harris dropped
concussion grenades at a safe
distance around the suspect to
convince him he was not going
to get away by diving under the
boats.

Spee. 4 Jensen dropped a rope
to the man but he wouldn’t take
it. ““It was then I saw he had a
.45 pistol and I shouted for ev-
eryone to stand back. Then I un-
tied the ropes and pulled the two
boats he was hiding between
apart and there he was,” said
Spec. 4 Jensen. At that moment
one of the concussion grenades
landed close enough to knock the
pistol out of the suspect’s hand.
The man was convinced. Spe-
cialists Craft and Groff pulled
him out of the water while being
covered by Jensen.

Later that same day an EOD
team found two explosive de-
vices.
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2nd Throws River

+Hey Joey! You're supposed to salutc with your right hand,” says a member of Joey ms)mp
travelling troupe. Security Guard, o Fred W, Howard of (,'umpnu,y C, 87th Infantry, 92nd MP Ba
talion was there to keep “Charlic™ from breaking up the party.

MP on Friendshio Kick
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MPs Kill 10 VC In Qui Nhon

QUI NHON (USA) —
Ten Viet Cong were killed
recently in a_batile with
waterborne military police-
men on the shores of Qui
Nhon harbor.

River Patrol Boats
(PBRs) from the 458th
Transportation Company,
18th MP Brigade, their
crews augmented by MPs
from the 127th MP Com-
pany, 93rd MP Battalion,
tangled with an enemy
group of unknown size in
the swamip surrounding the
harbor.

“We were patrolling the har-
bor near the. shore.” said Spe-
cialist 4 Wayne Staples, “and
spotterplane was_overhead.”
The aireralt spotied movement
near the bak and radioed the
position o the boats.

A Canh Sat (National Police-
man) said that the movement
was caused by VC. The MPs
t0ld them to come out and sur-
render. “The VC_ran.” contin-
ued  Specialist Staples.  “We

opened_up on them with small
arms. We had threo boats and
one of them was getting shot i,
50 we tarned the 50 caliber ma-
chine guns on them and the in-
coming fire stopped.”

The boats pulled out for sev-
eral air strikes and artllery
barrages. Then the boats moved
back in and the MPs swept the
area, They found food, ammuni-
tion, a 45 caliber US. pistol,
and communist propaganda
Iealets.

After the batle, elements of
the Port Security Team of the

5th_Transportation Command,
including the local MP unit,
searched the area. They found
the 10 VC bodies within a 200-
meter radius of where the at-
tack occurred. The sweep also
disclosed that 20 other enemy
bunkers had been heavily dam-
aged.

First Lieutenant Larry Bryan,
officer in charge of the PER de:
tachment in Qui Nhon, said that
in addition to 10 VC being killed,
15 sampans, 10 bunkers, 10
sleeping_arcas and a kitchen
were destroyed.
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Find Huge Mine

A huge 300 pourd mine, dis-
covered in the early morning
hours, tied to the anchor chain
of the giant Shell Oil Company
tanker USS Aluco anchored near
the Nha Be docks, was removed
from the tenker and safely

towed away by a river patrol
boat (PBR) firom the 458th
Transportation Company (PBR),
18th MP Brigade.

Spec. 4 Herman D. Roe, a se-
curity guard zboard the PER
described tha incident: “We
were coming down the river
ebout 5 a.m. when we were sig-
naled by a flashing light coming
“from personnel on the tanker
who had spotted the mine tied
on their anchor chain. They
were shouting at us too, but we
couldn’t hear them over the
noise of our own cngincs. We got
the PBR close (o the tanker and
tock the mine In tow. We pulled
it out into the middle of the river
with intentions of blowing it up.

“When we saw how big the
mine was we decided against ex-
pleding it and called a Navy ord-
nance disposal team to come
and take it off our hands.”




